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WTF is a Relocatable Binary?

There are 2 hard problems in computer 
science: cache invalidation, naming things, 
and off-by-1 errors.
-- Leon Bambrick

https://twitter.com/secretGeek/status/7269997868














NOT THE SAME ANYMORE







https://maulana.id/soft-dev/2022--11--20--00--patching-elf-header-with-nix/#checking-the-existence-of-rpath



$ORIGIN (or equivalently ${ORIGIN})
              This expands to the directory containing the program or
              shared object.  Thus, an application located in somedir/app
              could be compiled with

                  gcc -Wl,-rpath,'$ORIGIN/../lib'

              so that it finds an associated shared object in somedir/lib
              no matter where somedir is located in the directory
              hierarchy.  This facilitates the creation of "turn-key"
              applications that do not need to be installed into special
              directories, but can instead be unpacked into any directory
              and still find their own shared objects.

https://man7.org/linux/man-pages/man8/ld.so.8.html













https://lore.kernel.org/linux-fsdevel/20260707-work-bpf-binfmt_misc-v1-0-74b995c84ec1@kernel.org/T/



me:    "please allow $ORIGIN"

Brauner (maintainer):   "what if it were programmable?"







Profit?



https://fzakaria.com/2026/06/21/nix-needs-relocatable-binaries


